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McLEODGANJ — On
March 31, it was exactly
25 years since the Dalai
Lama crossed the
border into India after
a dramatic escape from
Tibet. Only a few weeks
earlier, the Tibetan ca-
pital of Lhasa was
shaken by an uprising
against the Chinese,
which had become in-
creasingly powerful
since the People’s Li-
beration Army (PLA)
first entered Tibet in

1w50.

“ The course of events
is fairly well-document-
ed: the Chinese com-
mander, Gen Tan Kuan-
san, had invited the Da-
lai Lama to attend a
theatrical performance
at the Military Area
Command of the PLA
in Lhasa. But many peo-
ple feared that it was a
plot to kidnap the
young God King: Ti-
bet’s political as well
as religious leader, and
moreover somewhat of
a symbol of the limited
and fragile indepen-
dence the country then
St e O Bd.. .
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Indian ties — which de-
teriorated even further
after the border war

. of 1962. The pro-West-

ern Tibetan exiles ac-
cused the Chinese of
genocide, and their
claims were supported
by two reports filed by
the International Com-
mission of Jurists.
Now, however, as the
Tibetans celebrate the
25th anniversary of the
Lhasa uprising and their
flight to India, world
political constellations
have changed dramati-
cally. The position of
the Tibetans.is no long-
er what it used to be,
and there is reason to
review the develop-
ments since 1959.

tion) and CENTO (Cen-
tral Treaty Organiza-
tion) binding Turkey,
Iran, Pakistan, Thailand
and the Philippines with
the Western defence
system. Bilateral mili-
tary agreements were
forged between the US
and South Korea, Tai-
wan, South Vietnam .
and, to a certain extent,
with Japan.

There was no doubt
about the purpose: to
encircle and isolate Chi-
na, at that time consi-
dered the most danger-
ous threat to freedom
and democracy in the
Far East. The only thing
lacking was an armed,
underground force
which could operate in-

Special to The Nation
by Bertil Lintner

The Tibetans were
numerically few com-
pared to the vast hordes
of other displaced peo-
ple on the Indian sub-
continent: Muslims flee-
ing Hindu India and
Hindus fleeing Pakista

side China, behind the
“Bamboo Curtain”’, as it
was called.

The 20,000 strong
rebel army of 1959 had
certainly been defeated
and largely disarmed,

.'o

ibetans: Mystical
past, unclear

futu:

closed off Mustang and
the Dalai Lama sent a
20-minute tape record-
ing in which he asked
his followers to sur-
render their arms.

Tibet slipped more or
less into oblivion until
the Chinese leader Hu
Yaobang came on a visit
in 1980. He declared, to
the surprise of many,
that local officials had
been misleading Peking
and grossly misruled
Tibet.

During the decade of
the Cultural Revolution
(1966-76) almost 99%
of the 4,000 monas-
teries which had been
functioning prior to
the Chinese interven-
tion were either de-
stroyed or had been
converted into grain
warehouses. Sacred
mani-stones had been
used to pave sewer
drains, invaluable art
treasures had disappear-
ed and holy places de-
secrated.

Hu Yaobang apolo-
gized for the misrule
and declared that from

ow.on, Tikhet would ...

Daai Lama st
hesitant to ret

McLEODGAN]J — Tenzin Gyatso, the
fourteenth Dalai Lama, has since his escape
from Tibet in 1959 been living in the Himala-
yan foothills in Northern India. He spent his
first years in exile in Mussoorie, but later in
the former British army camp of McLeodganj
in the steep hills overlooking Dharamsala.
That is where his government in exile, offices,

. libraries 'z}n‘d living quarters for nearl 10,000

which we Tibetans like so
are waiting for someone
meaningful society, mayb
combination of the best of
with new ideas.

Do you think that so
Buddhism could exist side |

Yes, and very happily
very good relationship. I
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The Tibetans were
numerically few com-
pared to the vast hordes
of other displaced peo-
ple on the Indian sub-
continent: Muslims flee-
ing Hindu India and
Hindus fleeing Pakistan

side China, behind the
“Bamboo Curtain”’, as it
was called.

The 20,000 strong
rebel army of 1959 had
certainly been defeated
and largely disarmed,
but pockets of resis-

closed off Mustang and
the Dalai Lama sent a
20-minute tape record-
ing in which he asked
his followers to sur-
render their arms.

Tibet slipped more or
less into oblivion until
the Chinese leader Hu
Yaobang came on a visit
in 1980. He declared, to
the surprise of many,
that local officials had
been misleading Peking
and grossly misruled
Tibet.

During the decade of
the Cultural Revolution
(1966-76) almost 99%
of the 4,000 monas-
teries which had been
functioning prior to
the Chinese interven-
tion were either de-
stroyed or had been
converted into grain
warehouses. Sacred
mani-stones had been
used to pave sewer
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treasures had disappear-
ed and holy places de-
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Hu Yaobang apolo-
gized for the misrule
and declared that from
now on, Tihet would

\
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‘I tis
possible
that I am
the last
Dalai

Lama. ,

Dalai Lama still
hesitant to return

McLEODGANJ — Tenzin Gyatso, the
fourteenth Dalai Lama, has since his escape
from Tibet in 1959 been living in the Himala-
yan foothills in Northern India. He spent his
first years in exile in Mussoorie, but later in
the former British army camp of McLeodganj
in the steep hills overlooking Dharamsala.
That is where his government in exile, offices,

.libraries and living quarters for nearly 10,000

which we Tibetans like so much. The Tibetans
are waiting for someone who can develop a
meaningful society, maybe in the shape of a
combination of the best of old Tibet combined
with new ideas. 4

Do you think that socialism and Tibetan
Buddhism could exist side by side?

Yes, and very happily so! It could be a
very good relationship. I have ‘many times
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lai Lama to attend a
.theatrical performance
at the Military Area
Command of the PLA

in Lhasa. But many peo-

i ple feared that it was a

" plot to kidnap the
young God King: Ti-

. bet’s political as well

i as religious leader, and

f moreover somewhat of

- a symbol of the limited

. and fragile indepen-

! dence the country then

" still enjoyed.

' Thousands of people

" gathered outside the

* Dalai Lama’s summer

., palace, the Norbulingka,
ana urged him not to

attend the cultural show

on March 10. The dem-

1 onstration developed in-

; to open uprising; a rebel

, army of 20,000 men

; Was mobilized within

1 just a few days. The

y Government of Tibet

« declared independence

3 from the People’s Re-.
public of China.

2 The Chinese sent in

" the PLA, and after a

*month of heavy fighting
the rebellion was put
‘down. The Dalai Lama
— then only 24 years
old = fled to India,

 where he was granted
political asylum. With -
the God King came
about 80,000 refugees,
who were given per-
mission to stay in
camps in India, Nepal, -
Sikkim and Bhutan,

The fact that the Da-

lai Lama was allowed to
set up a government
in exile in India has
been seen as one of the
main obstacles for the
normalization of Sino-
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review the develop-
ments since 1959.
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underground force
which could operate in-

Special to The Nation
by Bertil Lintner

The Tibetans were
numerically few com-
pared to the vast hordes
of other displaced peo-
ple on the Indian sub-
continent: Muslims flee-
ing Hindu India and
Hindus fleeing Pakistan
after partition in 1947;
East Bengalis fleeing to
West Bengal; or even the
Muslims fleeing Burma’s
Arakan State to seek .
shelter in Southern
Bangladesh. ,

But the Tibetans
were different. They
had a mystical past -
which many westerners
found attractive, they
were easy-going and
remarkably cosmopoli-
tan considering their
previous isolation. Visi-
tors took to them im-
mediately. Aid workers,
journalists, photogra-
phers and religious
scholars — along with a
great number of ‘hip-
pies’ in search of East-
ern spiritualism — flock-
ed to the Tibetan camps
in northern India and
elsewhere in the Himala-
yas.
Politically more im-
portant was that the Ti-
betans happened to
come from the right
place at the right time.
The cold war was still
raging in 1959 and the
US had established
SEATO (the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organiza-

3

side China, behind the
“Bamboo Curtain’’, as it
was called.

The 20,000 strong
rebel army of 1959 had
certainly been defeated
and largely disarmed,
but pockets of resis-
tance still continued,
especially among the
Khampas, a tribe in
Eastern Tibet. These
were to make the back-
bone of the new in-
surgent army, which
received training under
the CIA’s auspices in
the forgotten, semi-in-
dependent kingdom of
Mustang on the Sino-
Nepalese border.

Guerrilla leaders were
instructed at Camp
Hale, Colorado, and
were parachuted back
into their homeland
with supplies, arms and
ammunition. Attacks
against Chinese lorry
convoys on the Lhasa
highway became com-
mon — but the Tibetan
war of resistance really
never got off the ground.
The US began to lose
interest in the Tibetans
when the Vietnam War
and other issues attract-
ed more attention, and
stopped channelling
funds to them alto-
gether when Washington
revised its China policy
in 1971.

Three years later, 10,-
000 Nepalese troops
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the Chinese interven-
tion were either de-
stroyed or had been
converted into grain
warehouses. Sacred
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et lhesitant to ret

used to pave sewer
drains, invaluable art
treasures had disappear-
ed and holy places de-
secrated. |

Hu Yaobang apolo-
gized for the misrule
and declared that from
now on, Tihet would
enjoy more autonomy,
liberalization of the
rigid socialist economy
— and freedom of reli-
gion. He also stated that
the Dalai Lama was
welcome back to Tibet,
if he so wished.

The Chinese leaders
blamed, rather con-
veniently, the mistakes
on “the Gang of Four”,
the universal excuse
for almost every short-
coming in the People’s
Republic nowadays. De-
spite that, however, it
appears that the Chinese
really have relaxed their
grip over the daily life
of the Tibetans. They

" are now allowed to visit

their relatives in the
refugee camps in India
and Nepal, and many
monasteries are report-
ed to have started func-
tioning again. Under
Chinese rule, the num-
ber of Buddhist monks
fell from 120,000 to
900 between 1959 and
1980. Now it is 1,400
and their ranks are
swelling,

The question of

Continued Page 1 ﬂ

McLEODGANJ — Tenzin Gyatso, the
fourteenth Dalai Lama, has since his escape
from Tibet in 1959 been living in the Himala-
yan foothills in Northern India. He spent his
first years in exile in Mussoorie, but later in
the former British army camp of McLeodganj
in the steep hills overlooking Dharamsala.
That is where his government in exile, offices,

.libraries and living quarters for nearly 10,000

refugees ‘are located; and it .is in the Buddlist
monasteries and temple of McLeodganj that the
traditions of the old Tibet are being kept
alive.

How does the Dalai Lama view his years in
exile? Is he going to return to Tibet? What are
his political opinions? Those were some of the
questions the Dalai Lama discussed during a
long, exclusive interview in connection with
the 25th anniversary of his flight from Tibet:

Your Holiness, the new Chinese leaders -

have invited you to visit Tibet, and you have
also expressed your interest in a trip to Lhasa,
possibly already next year. Have you reached
any definite decision?

I sent my first fact-finding mission to Tibet
in 1979, the second and the third in 1980, and
a delegation of Tibetan officials visited Peking
in 1982 to negotiate with the Chinese leader-
ship. The Chinese would very much like to see
me return, but I am still hesitating. Therefore, I
hope to send yet another delegation later on

this year and based on its report, I will make -

my decision — whether I’'m going to visit
Tibet during 1985. But I am still very hopeful.

But you are also hesitant — what is it that
holds you back? :

When Hu Yaoban (present party chairman in
China, then secretary generalg) visited Tibet in
1980, he publicly apologized for China’s mis-
rule of Tibet. He expressed his regret that mo-
nasteries had been destroyed and that people
had to suffer. This marked an important
turning point in China’s Tibet policy. Previous-
ly, they had always claimed that everything was
fine in Tibet, and if there were any problems
in Tibet, they were there only because of that
reactionary Dalai Lama who sits in India arnd
creates nuisance.

Naturally, we had great expectations afisr
Hu’s announcement, but then came the Chinese
drive against so-called “‘criminals” last year.
It is our impression  that local commanders
have used this as an excuse to arrest and even
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Hindus fleeing Pakistan
after partition in 1947;
East Bengalis fleeing to
West Bengal; or even the
Muslims fleeing Burma’s
Arakan State to seek
shelter in Southern
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were to make the back-
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surgent army, which
received training under
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stroyed or had been
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used to pave sewer
drains, invaluable art
treasures had disappear-
ed and holy places de-
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Hu Yaobang apolo-
gized for the misrule
and declared that from
now-on, Tihet would
enjoy more autonomy,
liberalization of the
rigid socialist economy
— and freedom of reli-
gion. He also stated that
the Dalai Lama was
welcome back to Tibet,
if he so wished.

The Chinese leaders
blamed, rather con-
veniently, the mistakes
on “the Gang of Four”,
the universal excuse
for almost every short-
coming in the People’s
Republic nowadays. De-
spite that, however, it
appears that the Chinese
really have relaxed their
grip over the daily life
of the Tibetans. They

" are now allowed to visit

their relatives in the
refugee camps in India
and Nepal, and many
monasteries are report-
ed to have started func-
tioning again. Under
Chinese rule, 'the num-
ber of Buddhist monks
fell from 120,000 to
900 between 1959 and
1980. Now it is 1,400
and their ranks are
swelling.
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McLEODGANJ — Tenzin Gyatso, the
fourteenth Dalai Lama, has since his escape
from Tibet in 1959 been living in the Himala-
yan foothills in Northern India. He spent his
first years in exile in Mussoorie, but later in
the former British army camp of McLeodganj
in the steep hills overlooking Dharamsala.
That is where his government in exile, offices,

_libraries and living quarters for nearly 10,000

refugees ‘are located; and it is in the Buddhist
monasteries and temple of McLeodganj that the
traditions of the old Tibet are being kept
alive.

How does the Dalai Lama view his years in
exile? Is he going to return to Tibet? What are
his political opinions? Those were some of the
questions the Dalai Lama discussed during a
long, exclusive interview in connection with
the 25th anniversary of his flight from Tibet:

Your Holiness, the new Chinese leaders "

have invited you to visit Tibet, and you have
also expressed your interest in a trip to Lhasa,
possibly already next year. Have you reached
any definite decision?

I sent my first fact-finding mission to Tibet
in 1979, the second and the third in 1980, and
a delegation of Tibetan officials visited Peking
in 1982 to negotiate with the Chinese leader-
ship. The Chinese would very much like to see
me return, but I am still hesitating. Therefore, I
hope to send yet another delegation later on

this year and based on its report, I will make -

my decision — whether I'm going to visit
Tibet during 1985. But I am still very hopeful.

But you are also hesitant — what is it that
holds you back? :

When Hu Yaoban (present party chairman in
China, then secretary general) visited Tibet in
1980, he publicly apologized for China’s mis-
rule of Tibet. He expressed his regret that mo-
nasteries had been destroyed and that people
had to suffer. This marked an important
turning point in China’s Tibet policy. Previous-
ly, they had always claimed that everything was
fine in Tibet, and if there were any problems
in Tibet, they were there only because of that
reactionary Dalai Lama who sits in India arf
creates nuisance. §

Naturally, we had great expectations after
Hu’s announcement, but then came the Chinese
drive against so-called “criminals” last year.
It is our impression  that local commanders
have used this as an excuse to arrest and even
execute political dissidents. Our fifth delegation

which we Tibetans like so much. The Tibetans |
are waiting for someone who can develop ay
meaningful society, maybe in the shape of a
combination of the best of old Tibet combined |
with new ideas. ;

Do you think that socialism and Tibetan |
Buddhism could exist side by side? |

Yes, and very happily so! It could be a!
very good relationship. I have many times
said that there is mo contradiction betweeni
Buddhism and original Marxism — but the
emphasis is on original! The way it has been
practised has just resulted in demoralized
societies, built up on force, violence and hatred.
Something essential has been missing, and may-
be that’s the Buddhist element. Both Buddhists
and true Marxists want brotherhood and
equality, both want to uplift the poorer and
weaker sections of the society. But equality
should be reached by peaceful means, not |
through force.

¢The Chinese are the bosses(
and all hard labour is
being done by Tibetans.9

How would you sum up the experiences
of the Tibetan people during the 25 years
since you left your country?

It 1s, of course, a very unfortunate thing to
be forced to leave one’s homeland, to be |
forced! to live as a refugee. We have lost our
country, but at the same time we have gained
many new friends and broken our previous
isolation. Before, we did not know much about
the outside world, and they knew even less
about us. That has been changed now.

When we fled 25 years ago, our aims were to
be self-reliant and to preserve our old culture,
especially our religion. We have accomplished
that and this is the positive side.

And inside Tibet?

Basically, Tibet has gone through three
phases since 1959. The first lasted until the mid
60s and was a period of open rebellion against
the Chinese. This was a ruthless time, and it
was very difficult for our people. The 1966-76
period was the decade of the Cultural Revolu-
tion and this was disastrous for China proper,
but even worse for us. Monasteries were razed,
holy scriptures burnt and the Chinese tried to
wipe out our culture, even our language.
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month of heavy fighting
the rebellion was put
~down. The Dalai Lama
— then only 24 years
jold — fled to India,
‘where he was granted
political asylum. With
the God King came
about 80,000 refugees,
tho were given per-
nission to stay in
camps in India, Nepal,
Sikkim and Bhutan,

. Th fact that the Da-
lai Larna was allowed to
set up a government

in exile in India has
been seen as one of the
main obstacles for the
normalization of Sino-
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journalists, photogra-
phers and religious
scholars — along with a
great number of ‘hip-
pies’ in search of East-
ern spiritualism — flock-
ed to the Tibetan camps
in northern India and
elsewhere in the Himala-
yas.
Politically more im-
portant was that the Ti-
betans happened to
come from the right
place at the right time.
The cold war was still
raging in 1959 and the
US had established
SEATO (the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organiza-

ALAVD UATAL TViTiailiaa
with supplies, arms and
ammunition. Attacks
against Chinese lorry
convoys on the Lhasa
highway became com-
mon — but the Tibetan
war of resistance really
never got off the ground.
The US began to lose
interest in the Tibetans
when the Vietnam War
and other issues attract-
ed more attention, and
stopped channelling
funds to them alto-
gether when Washington
revised its China policy
in 1971.

Three years later, 10,-
000 Nepalese troops
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really have relaxed their
grip over the daily life
of the Tibetans. They
are now allowed to visit
their relatives in the
refugee camps in India
and Nepal, and many
monasteries are report-
ed to have stgrted func-
tioning again, Under
Chinese rule, the num-
ber of Buddhis!, monks
fell from 120,000 to
900 between 1959 and
1980. Now it is 1,400
and their ranks are
swelling.

The question of
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me return, but I am still hesitating. Therefore,I
hope to send yet another delegation later on

this year and based on its report, I will make -

my decision — whether I’'m going to visit
Tibet during 1985. But I am still very hopeful.

But you are also hesitant — what is it that
holds you back?

When Hu Yaoban (present party chairman in
China, then secretary general) visited Tibet in
1980, he publicly apologized for China’s mis-
rule of Tibet. He expressed his regret that mo-
nasteries had been destroyed and that people
had to suffer. This marked an important
tarning point in China’s Tibet policy. Previous-
ly, they had always claimed that everything was
fine in Tibet, and if there were any problems
in Tibet, they were there only because of that
reactionary Dalai Lama who sits in India and
creates nuisance.

Naturally, we had great expectations afier
Hu’s announcement, but then came the Chinese
drive against so-called ‘“‘criminals” last year.
It is our impression  that local commanders
have used this as an excuse to arrest and even
execute political dissidents. Our fifth delegation
has to look into this.

6The old Tibet was a happy

sociely, but it was also
feudal and backward. 9

Moreover, if I go to Tibet, | don’t want to go
there as a guided tourist. I want to decide
my own itinerary and so on. All these questions
have to be discussed before I can make a defi-
nite decision.

Recently, a lot of visitors have come to see
you from Tibet. What is their opinion? Have
they asked you to return?

Yes, the old people want me to visit Tibet
once more before they die. But the younger
ones say that I should not return'under present
circumstances. Some even say that | would be
a traitor if 1 went there as long as the Chinese
are in charge.

If you returned for good, how would the
new Tibet differ from the old society you left
when you fled in 19597

The old Tibet was a happy society, but it
was also feudal and backward, We lived in
extreme isolation from the outside world.
Naturally, it needed a change. Now, the Chi-
nese have taken care of that! But how? They
call it socialism, but is it a socialism in which
people have been turned into ragamuffins and
beggars? When all their old habits have been
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scholars — along with a
great number of ‘hip-
pies’ in search of East-
ern spiritualism — flock-
ed to the Tibetan camps
in northern India and
elsewhere in the Himala-
yas.
Politically more im-
portant was that the Ti-
betans happened to
come from the right
place at the right time.
The cold war was still
raging in 1959 and the
US had established
SEATO (the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organiza-
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against Chinese lorry
convoys on the Lhasa
highway became com-
mon — but the Tibetan
war of resistance really
never got off the ground.
The US began to lose
interest in the Tibetans
when the Vietnam War
and other issues attract-
ed more attention, and
stopped channelling
funds to them alto-
gether when Washington
revised its China policy
in 1971.

Three years later, 10,-
000 Nepalese troops

TIRETAN lamas (monk:) durine 4 teligions ceremany,

of the Tibetans. They
are now allowed to visit
their relatives in the
refugee camps in India
and Nepal, and many
monasteries are report-
ed to have started func-
tioning again. Under
Chinese rule, the num-
ber of Buddhis!, monks
fell from 120,000 to
900 between 1959 and
1980. Now it is 1,400
and their ranks are
swelling.

The question of

Continued Page 15
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my decision — whether I'm going to visit
Tibet during 1985. But I am still very hopeful.

But you are also hesitant — what is it that
holds you back? '

When Hu Yaoban (present party chairman in
China, then secretary generalg) visited Tibet in
1980, he publicly apologized for China’s mis-
rule of Tibet. He expressed his regret that mo-
nasteries had been destroyed and that people
had to suffer. This marked an important
turning point in China’s Tibet policy. Previous-
ly, they had always claimed that everything was
fine in Tibet, and if there were any problems
in Tibet, they were there only because of that
reactionary Dalai Lama who sits in India and
creates nuisance.

Naturally, we had great expectations after
Hu’s announcement, but then came the Chinese
drive against so-called ‘“‘criminals™ last year.
[t is our impression _that local commanders
have used this as an excuse to arrest and even
execute political dissidents. Our fifth delegation
has to look into this.

¢The old Tibet was a happy

society, but it was also
feudal and backward. 9

Moreover, if 1 go to Tibet, I don’t want to go
there as a guided tourist. I' want to decide
my own itinerary and so on. All these questions
have to be discussed before I can make a defi-
nite decision.

Recently, a lot of visitors have come to see
you from Tibet, What is their opinion? Have
they asked you to return?

Yes, the old people want me to visit Tibet
once more before they die. But the younger
ones say that I should not return’under present
circumstances. Some even say that I would be
4 traitor if [ went there as long as the Chinese
are in charge.

If you returned for good, how would the
new Tibet differ from the old society you left
when you fled in 19597

The old Tibet was a happy society, but it
was also feudal and backward. We lived in
extreme isolation from the outside world.
Naturally, it needed a change. Now, the Chi-
nese have taken care of that! But how? They
call it socialism, but is it a socialism in which
people have been turned into ragamuffins and
beggars? When all their old habits have been

tiyrned honrappiee Atren 4!—il'lv_'1t!“n hitter ton.
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be forced to leave one’s homeland, to be
forced! to live as a refugee. We have lost our
country, but at the same time we have gained
many new friends and broken our previous
isolation. Before, we did not know much about
the outside world, and they knew even less
about us. That has been changed now.

When we fled 25 years ago, our aims were to
be self-reliant and to preserve our old culture,
especially our religion. We have accomplished
that and this is the positive side.

And inside Tibet?

Basically, Tibet has gone through three
phases since 1959. The first lasted until the mid
60s and was a period of open rebellion against
the Chinese. This was a ruthless time, and it
was very difficult for our people. The 1966-76
period was the decade of the Cultural Revolu-
tion and this was disastrous for China proper,
but even worse for us. Monasteries were razed,
holy scriptures burnt and the Chinese tried to
wipe out our culture, even our language.

From 1979/80 and onwards, the situation
has improved slightly. People don’t starve
any more and there is a certain amount of free-
dom of worship. But the situation is still not
satisfactory. The Chinese are the bosses and all
hard labour is being done by Tibetans.

Apart from the question of your possible
visit to Tibet next year, there is another issue
that you have touched upon in several declara-
tions. What is going to happen to the Dalai
Lama institution? How is the next Dalai Lama
going to be chosen?

The traditional method is to look for rein-
carnation, but this has caused many problems
in the past. We have hadbad experiences during
the years that elapse after the old Dalai Lama
has passed away, while the oracles are searching
for the reborn one. And when the reincarnation
eventually hass been found, he will be under
age for another two decades or so. Power-strug-
gles and intrigues have been common in the
past during these long interregnums.

I have myself expressed the possibility of
appointing a successor during my lifetime. That
is one way. There is also the Pope-model, that
the senior lamas gather and choose a Dalai
Lama among themselves. Another tradition,
which some sects in Tibet follow, is that the
head lama serves seven-year terms.

This is a question we discuss a lot right now.
It is possible that I am the last Dalai Lama.
The institution, as such, is not important;
it is worth preserving only if it is beneficial to

the Tikatan mernla
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: j',_, - TIBETANS: MYSTICAL
¥ PAST, UNCLEAR FUTURE

why, at this point,
the Chinese have so
radically altered their
Tibet policy may seem
puzzling — but a simple

- look at the map ex-
plains the matter. To
Peking, Tibet is of ut-
most strategic im-
portance; it is one of
China’s major gate-
ways to central and
southern Asia. With
160,000 Soviet troops
in Afghanistan and In-
dia allied with the
USSR, a disquieted, or
even dissatisfied, Tibet
could prove disastrous
to the Chinese.

_ An independent Ti-
bet — which is what
the Tibetan exiles de-
mand — seems less
likely than a Soviet
withdrawal from Est8-
nia, or Indonesia giving
up East Timor, but it
is reasonable to ex-
pect more freedom. The

Chinese will probably
keep a lower profile

in education and civil
administration, but at

~ the same time maintain

— or even strengthen —
their military control.

But it is not only
the Chinese who have
paid increased atten-
tion to Tibet recently.
When the US withdrew
its support to the Tibe-
tan resistance and
diplomatic relations
were established be-
tween Washington and
Peking, the Tibetans
suddenly found them-
selves abandoned by
their former friends in
the West. Given the
anti-Chinese stand of
the Tibetan exiles, it -
is hardly surprising
that they became an
easy prey for the So-
viets.

The Dalai Lama was
invited to visit Mongo-
lia, scholarships were
awarded to young Ti-
betans for “wrther stu-
dies in Moscow, and

cultural relations were
initiated between the
Soviet Union and the
Dalai Lama’s govern-
ment in exile in Dharam-
sala.

In December 1983,
G.E. Cherchesov, min-
ister of culture of the
“North Ossetian Auto-
nomous Soviet Socialist
Republic’’ and vice
president of the USSR-
India Friendship So-
ciety, visited Dharam-
sala and had a private
audience with the Dalai
Lama. During a public
meeting afterwards,
he was asked by young
Tibetans whether there
was any possibility of
an armed Soviet inter-
vention in Tibet to drive
out the Chinese — and
gave an evasive answer.
Few observers, how-
ever, deem that kind of
measure probably since
it inevitably would
result in a Third World
War. But the Soviets
are likely to increase
their contacts with
some of the Tibetans

in exile, at least for the '
purpose of embarrassmg
the Chinese.

With the Tibetans
now celebrating the
25th anniversary of the
Lhasa uprising, confu-
sion is widespread. The
Dalai Lama himself
wishes to visit Tibet.
The Tibetan Young
Congress has opened
its door towards Mos-
cow — but the vast ma-
jority of the refugees
are quite well-estab-
lished in India. Econo-
mically, they have done
remarkably well during
their years in exile.
They are certainly bet-
ter off than most In-
dians living in the vil-
lages surrounding Dha-
ramsala — not to men-
tion their countrymen
inside Tibet. Some peo-
ple living among the Ti
betans even doubt
whether they would
like to give up what
they have in India anc

. return, even if they h:

the opportunity to de
SO. A



